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ABSTRACT 



The purpose of this individualized instructional 
packet, one of a number of such packets issued by this source, is to 
assist teachers as they individualize instruction to meet the needs, 
interests, and abilities of students. Intended for use at the 9th 
grade level, it may be used as a directed study with a unit on 
Religion or Japan. Some skill in formulating a hypothesis and using 
evidence, as well as some knowledge in Buddhism and Confucianism are 
reguired. An instructors’ section sets forth pre- and post-test 
questions and answers; major ideas of the lessons; behavioral 
objectives; and sources of student readings provided. The student 
section includes the test questions, and three lessons which are 
based on five student readings. Students are asked to formulate 
hypotheses on the basis of the readings, and then to fi^d evidence to 
support or revise their hypotheses. Major ideas from the '•hree 
lessons are: 1) Shintoism was based in part on the creation of Japan 
and the divinity of the emperor; 2) Shintoism before the influence of 
Confuciansim and Buddhism was a simple nature worship of any 
manifestation of power or beauty, with an ’’eighty myriads” of 
deities; and 3) Shintoism has undergone changes since 1945, for 
example it is now supported locally rather than by the state, and 
practitioners are now free to formulate their own beliefs. 

(Author/JLB) 
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FOREWORD 



This is one of the many individualized instructional packets compiled 



or revised by the General Education Branch, Office of Instructional 
Services, Department of Education. 

The purpose of these packets is to assist teachers as they individualize 



Branch through the Teacher Assist Center is printed each year and 
distributed to schools and libraries. The list contains the titles of 
the learning packets, level (primary, elementary, junior high or 
high school) and subject area. 

We hope these individualized instructional materials prove helpful to 
students and teachers as they cooperatively plan objectives, evaluate 
learning, and plot next steps. 



instruction to meet the needs, interests and abilities of students. 



An updated list of all such packets published by the General Education 




Arthur F. Mann 
Assistant Superintendent 
Office of Instructional Services 




Director 

General Education 



Instructions to the Teacher 



This Learning Packet can be used as a directed study with a unit on 
Religion or Japan. You may substitute or add to the readings found in this 
packet. 

Identification of Learners 



This Learning Packet is for the 9th grade. Some skill in formulating 
a hypothesis and using evidence is necessary. Some background knowledge 
in Buddhism and Confucianism is also required. 

Special Instructions 

Materials included in this Learning Packet are readings from the 
following: 

1. Forman, Henry The Truth Is One , Harper and Row, 1954. 

2. Fitch, Florence Their Search For God 

3. Noss, Man's Religion 

4. Seidensticke r, Edward Japan ( Life World Library) Time 
Incorporated, 1961. 



Evaluation 

Post-test will be the same as Pre-test. Key to test: 

1. d 

2. b 

3. b 

4. a 

5. d 



- 1 - 




5 



Major Ideas 



Shintoism was based in part on the creation of Japan and the divinity 
of the Emperor, 

Shintoism before the influence of Confucianism and Buddhism was 
a simple nature worship of and manifestation of power or beauty with an 
'eighty myriads' of deities. 

With the coming of Buddhism and Confucianism, Shintoism went 
through many changes, adopting and adapting beliefs and practices from 
both. 



Shintoism has undergone changes since 1945, such as from state 
support to local support, and practitioners of the religion are now free to 
formulate their own beliefs. 

Behavioral Objectives 



Given a reading, the student will hypothesize about the beliefs of 
State Shintoism that the American Occupational Forces found objectionable. 

Given a reading, the student will find evidence to support his hypothesis 
or revise his hypothesis. 

Given a reading the student will formulate a hypothesis about the effect 
of Buddhism and Confucianism on Shintoism. 

Given a reading, the student will find evidence of the hypothesis or 
revise the hypothesis. 

The student will formulate two hypotheses about the changes in 
Shintoism based on what he has learned. 
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STUDENT SECTION 
SHINTOISM 



ERIC 
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Pre-test 



Complete the pre-test, making sure you follow the directions. When 
you are finished taking the test, take it to your teacher for evaluation. 

Purpose of the Pre-test 

If you successfully complete the pre-test, you need not complete 
this Learning Packet. If you did not do well, do not be discouraged, but 
go on to Lesson 1. 
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Pre-test and Post-Test 



Using a separate sheet of paper, select the best answer. Ask your 
teacher for the key to the test. 



1. Before the end of World War II, a Shinto shrine needing funds 
for extensive remodeling would have: 



a. Asked the local people for contributions 

b. Held a big 'bazaar' 

c. Asked the bank for a loan 

d. Ordered the government for funds 



2. A Shinto shrine in Japan might, have had, before 1945: 



a. A picture of Buddha 

b. A picture of the emperor 

c. A picture of Confucius 

d. A picture of General Tojo 

3. The best known diety in Shintoism is: 

a, Amida Buddha 

b. Amaterasu Omikami 

c, Susano o no mikoto 

d. Jimmu Tenno 



4. The Shinto shrines in Japan tend to be alike in: 



a. Architecture 

b. Dieties (spirits, or gods) 

c. Beliefs 

d. Chants and rituals 



5, Shintoism since 1945 has: 



a. Declined and lost popular support 

b. Increased sharply in support and attendance 

c. Adopted Christian ideology 

d. Managed to regain most of the support of the people 
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